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PACIFIC MEDIA CENTRE ANNUAL REPORT 2016

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PNG Daily Post editor-in-chief Alex Rheeney (left), University of the South Pacific journalism coordinator Dr Shailendra Singh (rear, fourth from 
right), Pacific Media Centre director Professor David Robie and Media Educators Pacific (MEP) president Misa Vicky Lepou (front, second from 
right) among Pacific delegates meeting at the PMC during the World Journalism Education Congress (WJEC) in July.

The Pacific Media Centre (PMC) has had another strong 
year. The PMC completed its ninth year by securing 
funding and hosting 13 Asia-Pacific journalists and 
media educators at the World Journalism Education 
Congress (WJEC) conference at AUT in July; publishing 
the 22nd year editions of Pacific Journalism Review; 
producing a fifth edition of the Pacific Journalism 
Monograph series; sending two students on a ‘Bearing 
Witness’ climate change assignment to Fiji; and 
dispatching staff to conferences and to give addresses at 
Otago University, Victoria University,  University of Oslo, 
University of Queensland and University of San Tomas, 
the oldest university in the Philippines. In addition, 
the Director was on sabbatical in the second semester, 
visiting organisations as diverse as the International 

Press Institute in Vienna; Reporters Sans Frontières in 
Paris; the Australian Centre for Independent Journalism, 
Peace Journalism Centre and Australian Press Council 
in Australia, and the Asia Media Information and 
Communication Centre in Manila, Philippines.

The Centre launched a new independent news and 
current affairs website, Asia Pacific Report, which 
featured a series of “Stolen Children” revisited reports 
in collaboration with an Indigenous grandmothers 
advocacy group that drew wide international interest as 
part of PMC’s critical conscience of society strategy.

Two students affiliated with the Centre graduated during 
the year with two groundbreaking masters theses, one 
of them by a Middle East researcher on the aftermath of 
Arab Spring. Two revised editions of the Director’s Don’t 
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Spoil My Beautiful Face: Media Mayhem and Human 
Rights in the Pacific and Eyes of Fire books drew praise 
from reviewers. The Contemporary Pacific said about 
DSMBF:

A damning indictment of the parlous state of affairs 
in parts of this region. The book is a telling account of 
the continuous failure of leadership on a fairly grand 
scale, with ordinary people bearing the brunt of it. Dr 
Robie … deals with the vital issues of environmental 
degradation, media censorship, chaos and human 
suffering (largely caused by bad governance), 
various types of violent and nonviolent conflicts, and 
colonialism and neo-colonialism.

The PMC also hosted visiting students from Fiji, Papua 
New Guinea and Samoa through the Pacific Cooperation 
Foundation media programme, and a range of public 
seminars, conferences and public lectures, including 
with the Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom (WILPF), Oceania Interrupted, Pax Christi and 
the Asia Pacific Human Rights Coalition. In Manila, the 
PMC co-hosted a post-Martial Law and Democracy 
seminar with the University of Santo Tomas.

Among regional projects run by the PMC, the Pacific 
Media Watch freedom research and publication 
campaign continued with a series of high-profile video 
reports posted on the centre’s YouTube channel and 
the work of the PMW project was regularly featured 
by regional Pacific news media. The Director was also 
a consultant for a European Union conflict reporting 
research project in Brussels in November and presented 
a paper at the “Counterfutures” nexus between academia 
and activism hosted at Victoria University in September. 

Pacific Media Watch editor TJ Aumua setting up her video camera 
in the village of Daku, Viti Levu, in Fiji to demonstrate the impact of 
climate change on daily lives for the local people. 
Image: Bearing Witness project 

Pacific Media Watch editor/researcher TJ Aumua and 
international student Ami Dhabuwala went to Fiji in 
April and teamed up with the University of the South 
Pacific Journalism Programme and the Pacific Centre for 
Environment and Sustainable Development to provide 
a series of compelling reports on climate change, 
especially while reporting from the village of Daku in the 
Rewa Delta area. Their reports are featured on the PMC’s 
YouTube channel and on Storify.

The PMC continued to provide high-profile media 
commentaries and interviews with programmes and 
publications as diverse as Radio Australia, Radio 
New Zealand International, Radio 95bFM, Radio NZ’s 
Mediawatch, New Matilda and on Asia Pacific Report. 
Three editions of the centre newsletter Toktok were 
produced as well as two editions of Pacific Journalism 
Review and one edition of the Pacific Journalism 
Monograph series were also published. 

Some key outcomes in brief: 

• More than 9800 news and analysis articles, audio 
reports and videos have now been published on 
the Pacific Media Watch database – more than 
300 during the current year – since the Centre was 
established.

• 152,052 unique views (25,215 more than in 2015) and 
305 subscribers – 76 more than the previous year - 
on the PMC’s. YouTube channel: 

       www.youtube.com/pacmedcentre 

• More than 20,000 monthly unique visitors to the 
Asia Pacific Report website and 6000 to the PMC 
Online website and database.

• Two editions of the peer-reviewed research journal 
Pacific Journalism Review, with a total of two 
major reports, 27 articles, including Māori-Pacific-
Indigenous research papers, and 12 reviews were 
published, plus one edition of the Pacific Journalism 
Monographs, devoted to the Pacific diaspora media 
in Auckland.

• One Pacific thesis Masters graduate during 2016 and 
one Middle East Arab Spring graduate, both with first 
class honours. 

• Some 32 research and publication outputs were 
published during the year by the centre’s director 
and AUT research associates.
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The strength and reputation of the Pacific Media Centre 
(PMC) continues to grow. The PMC has sought new 
ventures and has engaged in increasing numbers of 
projects predominantly related to social justice issues. 
The PMC, through its work, continues to call attention to 
climate change, journalistic freedom, political and social 
democracy, and equity in engagement of indigenous and 
non- European journalists and journalism. 

The PMC has also been extremely productive in its 
outputs and and outreach. It was able to secure funding 
to host 13 Asia-Pacific journalists at the World Journalism 
Education Congress (WJEC) conference at AUT in July 
2016; publish another two editions (volume 22) of the 
Pacific Journalism Review; and a fifth edition  of the 
Pacific Journalism Monograph series.

In January 2016, the PMC launched a new independent 
news and current affairs website, Asia Pacific Report that 
has gained recognition and popularity with its readership 
and quality articles. More than 9800 news and analysis 
articles, audio reports and videos have now been 
published on the Pacific Media Watch database.

The journal has joined the Open Journal Systems in the 
AUT Library and this will be a major support for the PMC 
and a profile enhancer for the Library.

Despite the major impact that the PMC has on Pacific 
and world journalism and the credibility and academic 
prestige it brings to AUT, much of this work is done 
primarily by two people, Professor David Robie and 
Del Abcede. Del works almost voluntarily for the PMC 
producing its monographs, photographing the images 
that go into its articles, and laying out the journal. 

This is a concern, not only for the PMC but also for 
journalism and AUT. The PMC requires financial 
resources and support for a succession plan. Funding 
is needed to enable and support the work that Del and 
David do. AUT should not continue to take this work for 
granted. The university’s claimed objective of community 
partnership is not being achieved nor is its approach to 
goodwill employment conditions. 

I would like to thank others who have worked with the 
PMC and offered support: PMC Advisory Board members, 
Karen Donovan and the journal editors and reviewers.

We look forward to further progress of the PMC and the 
provision of support for the work that it does. 

Associate Professor Camille Nakhid
Chair, PMC Advisory Board 

Auckland University of Technology

2. CHAIR’S REPORT 

February 2017
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3. BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

4. MISSION STATEMENT

The Pacific Media Centre is cross-disciplinary unit and 
is in a unique position of a ”diversity” and “inclusive” 
influence in the media industry and has the potential 
to develop on a number of strategic fronts through 
a contribution with media research to economic, 
political and social change media and development 
communication in the region. This was reflected in the 
2013 Pearson Report external review which used the 
Associate Dean Research’s Research Unit profiles criteria 
stating that it was vital the university and the school 
give support through a commitment to structural and 
resource support: 

The Pacific Media Centre (PMC) has grown in its six 
years of operation from a single person initiative to an 
AUT asset with a strong research, education and media 
reputation in New Zealand and beyond, particularly 
within the Asia-Pacific region of its main focus.

The PMC’s mission is based on the belief that robust and 
informed journalism and media research contributes to 
economic, political and social development in the Asia-
Pacific region. The PMC goals are:

• undertaking and stimulating research into 
contemporary Māori, Pacific, Asia-Pacific and ethnic/ 
diversity media and culture production

• raising Aotearoa/New Zealand research capability in 
media production

• presenting and publishing the findings of media 
research

• winning funding from government and industry 
partners that support research into media production

However, its operations will not be sustainable beyond 
the tenure of its current director, Professor David Robie, 
without institutional, faculty and school commitment to 
a restructure and resource allocation allowing for others 
to share in the responsibilities and considerable rewards. 
(Pearson Report, p. 2)

Professor Pearson advocated a special development 
budget of an extra $20,000 from the university above 
the current PMC minimal budget to achieve this. 
However, major improvements have happened in the past 
two years with the School Research Committee which 
has enabled the PMC to become more consolidated with 
an internal budget of $12,500 projected for 2017 (an 
increase of $2500 on the $10,000 budget for 2014).

• developing collaborations and relationships with 
other Asia-Pacific centres of research excellence in 
media and cultural production

• developing social change and development 
communication editorial and publications capability, 
including:

Asia Pacific Report  asiapacificreport.nz

Pacific Journalism Review www.pjreview.info  

Pacific Media Centre Online www.pmc.aut.ac.nz  
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5. MARKET ANALYSIS

6. OBJECTIVES

The PMC is currently the only media research centre of 
its kind in Aotearoa/New Zealand. There is no other 

journalism and media research centre that has been 
created by a due diligence process and officially listed 
as part of the university’s research structure in the 
Calendar. A major strength is that it is multidisciplinary, 
cross-cultural and with a focus on inclusive and diversity 
journalism. Even with a limited budget, the centre has 
been able to establish a high-profile presence in the 
news mediascape and has now co-published nine Pacific 
media books with partners in Fiji, Hawaii, Papua New 
Guinea, Singapore and in AUT University since it was 
established. According to the Pearson external review 
report (p. 3):

While the PMC is categorised as a “Recognised 
Research Centre”, it is predominantly the external 
funding quantum that holds it back from Institute 

• Establish the centre as the pre-eminent institution of 
its kind in Aotearoa/New Zealand. 

• Develop financial partnerships that can extend 
research and publication collaborative opportunities

• Strengthen cooperative arrangements with 
comparable centres and institutions and develop 
them into more structured MOUs, for example with 
the Australian Centre for Independent Journalism 
(University of Technology, Sydney – completed 
2009), Centre for Journalism and Social Change 
(University of Queensland), Pacific Regional 
Journalism Programme (University of the South 
Pacific – completed 2011) and the University of Santo 

status on the other required criteria. (It has attracted 
about $60,000 in external funding over the past three 
years.)

While only a small team, its research outcomes have 
considerable impact and influence policy making at 
an international level. It attracts international students 
and senior researchers and is internationally acclaimed 
as a research entity. Leading communication scholar 
Professor Graham Murdock  reviewed the School’s 
research and described the PMC thus: “The School 
has already seized the opportunity presented by New 
Zealand being a Pacific nation to develop a world 
leading Pacific Media Centre” (Murdock Report, p. 8). 

Tomas, Philippines, Journalism programme (under 
review in 2017)

• Expand publishing (eg research monographs, media 
texts) and digital media programme capacity. (A new 
series of Pacific Journalism Monographs was started 
in 2012 and they are archived by the National Library 
of New Zealand).

• Provide a resource office, workspace and support 
facilities for School of Communication staff, other 
researchers and journalists, and students on 
exchange and internships. 
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8. STAKEHOLDERS AND PARTNERS

9. STAKEHOLDERS AND THEIR EXPECTATIONS

7. KEY PERFORMANCE MEASURES

Stakeholders in the PMC within AUT include:

School of Communication Studies

School of Culture and Society

Chair of Pacific Studies

Te Ara Poutama

Office of Pacific Advancement 

Pacific journalists and news media at AUT Associates 
include:

Asia Media, Information and Communication Centre 
(AMIC), Manila – PARTNER

Asia New Zealand Foundation, Wellington - 

COLLABORATIONS

Australian Centre for Independent Journalism (ACIJ),  at 
UTS, Sydney – PARTNER

Centre for Journalism and Social Change (UQ), Brisbane - 
COLLABORATIONS

Stakeholders in the Centre are represented through the Advisory Board (see Governance structure below).

Griffith University, Journalism and Social Media, QLD – 
COLLABORATIONS

Human Rights Commission, Wellington - 
COLLABORATIONS

Pacific Islands Media Association (PIMA, Auckland) – 
COLLABORATIONS

Pacific Islands News Association (PINA, Suva) – 
COLLABORATIONS

Pasifika Media Association (Pasima, Apia) - 
COLLABORATIONS

Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane - 
COLLABORATIONS

University of Santo Tomas, Journalism Programme, 
Manila, Philippines - COLLABORATIONS

University of the South Pacific’s School of Literature,  
Arts and Media (SLAM), Suva - PARTNER

• Successful media publishing and documentary 
making programmes based on research-led teaching 

• Enhancing Māori, Pasifika and diversity/cross-
cultural research and publication and broadcast

• Raising the national profile of the university through 
critical studies and analytical seminars appealing 
to media industry, staff and postgraduate and 
undergraduate students

• Raising the international profile of the university by 
developing partnerships with regional and global 
centres with a synergy matching PMC’s objectives Pacific Media Centre board member Tui O’Sullivan. Image: Del Abcede.
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10. GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE

An Advisory Board was established in May 2007 and 
meets quarterly or three times a year to assist the 
director with governance. The composition of the Board 
was chosen to ensure these interests were represented. 
The current Board of 11 people also includes the 
School of Society and Culture and three external media 
members (from TVNZ’s Tagata Pasifika, Oceania Media 
Ltd and the Public Interest current affairs programme).

The director and the Advisory Board are accountable to 
the Faculty and School governance board and the Head 
of the School of Communication Studies. The director 
produces regular progress reports of the centre and 
minutes of the Board meetings. These documents are 
stored on the Pacific Media Centre space on AUT Online. 
The Centre also publishes the quarterly newsletter 
Toktok about its activities.

The current PMC structure as indicated in the Pearson Report 2013, p. 8.
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PMC Advisory Board: 
Chair: Associate Professor Camille Nakhid (AUT School 
of Social Sciences)

Tui O’Sullivan, (Equity Advisor for the Faculty of Creative 
Technologies, AUT)

Dr Frances Nelson (School of Communication Studies, 
AUT) 

Isabella Rasch (Pasifika Student Liaison Adviser, AUT) 

John Utanga (Television NZ’s Tagata Pasifika)

Innes Logan (Oceania Media Ltd)

Jim Marbrook (Te Ara Motuhenga – Documentary 
Research Collective)

Professor Marilyn Waring (AUT Institute of Public Policy)

Professor Barry King (Director, Centre for Performance 
Studies)

Khairiah A. Rahman (School of Communication Studies, 
AUT)

Professor Wendy Bacon (Australian Centre for 
Independent Journalism – ACIJ, external member and 
Frontline editor of Pacific Journalism Review)

Ex officio
Director of Pacific Advancement: Walter Fraser

Chair of Pacific Studies: Professor Tagaloatele Peggy 
Fairbairn-Dunlop

Faculty Associate Dean (Research): Associate Professor 
Tony Clear/Dr Rosser Johnson (Acting)

Head of School, Communication Studies: Associate 
Professor Alan Cocker

Head of Research, Communication Studies: Professor 
Geoffrey Craig

Head of Postgraduate Studies: A/Professor Vijay Devadas

Director of the PMC, Professor David Robie

Associate Editor of PJR, Dr Philip Cass

Pacific Media Watch project researcher/editor: TJ Aumua 
(March-November, 2016)

Postgraduate student representative: TJ Aumua

PMC research associates include:
Dr Jan Sinclair (climate change researcher, Massey 
University)

Associate Professor Evangelia Papoutsaki (International 
Communication, Unitec, Auckland)

Professor Chris Nash (head of journalism, Monash 
University, Melbourne)

Professor Mark Pearson (head of journalism and new 
media, Bond University, Gold Coast)

Dr Lee Duffield (senior lecturer in journalism, 
Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane)

Dr Shailendra Singh (Head of Journalism, University of 
the South Pacific, Fiji)

Dr Murray Masterton (media consultant, Nelson)

Associate Professor Trevor Cullen (Edith Cowan 
University, Perth)

Dr Sione Vikilani (Tonga)

Dr Levi Obijiofor (University of Queensland)

Dr Philip Cass (Senior lecturer in Communication 
Studies, Unitec, Auckland)

Jon Stephenson (Investigative journalist and foreign 
correspondent, Auckland)

Dr Heather Devere (National Centre for Peace and 
Conflict Studies, Otago University)

Susan O’Rourke (School of Communication Studies, AUT) 
Professor Steven Ratuva (Director, Macmillan Brown 
Centre for Pacific Studies, University of Canterbury) 

Research project students and editors: 
Taberannang Korauaba (doctoral candidate, climate 
change in Micronesia, due 2015)

Majid A. Alzowaimil (MCS candidate)

TJ Aumua (Faculty Summer Research Grant to backdate 
all 

PJR digital research files since 1994 where there are gaps 
on PJR database))

Del Abcede (Pacific Journalism Review research journal, 
Pacific Journalism Monographs and Toktok newsletter 
layout and production, PMC photographer) 
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11.  ASIA PACIFIC REPORT

In collaboration with Evening Report editor and owner, 
Selwyn Manning, a former chair of the Pacific Media Centre 
Advisory Board, the PMC began in late 2015 to develop a 
new digital news, current affairs and analysis website Asia 
Pacific Report www.AsiaPacificReport.nz to replace Pacific 
Scoop as a quantum leap forward in journalism education 

and publication. The new website was launched in late 
January 2016. In the year of publication since then, the 
website has made its mark internationally, especially with its 
environmental coverage.

Front page display from Asia Pacific Report, the PMC’s new current affairs website. 

PMC director Professor David Robie (from left), Pacific Cooperation Foundation chief executive 
Laulu Mac Leauanae and Evening Report publisher Selwyn Manning, a former chair of PMC, at 
the launch of Asia Pacific Report. Image: Del Abcede/ PMC.



11

12. PUBLIC SEMINARS AND CONFERENCES

13. PROJECTS

The centre organised and hosted the following public media and research seminars during 2016:

JAN 28 Pacific Cooperation Foundation CEO 
Laulu Mac Leauanae and Selwyn 
Manning: Launch of Asia Pacific Report.

MAY 20
Hosted a delegation of four staff from 
the State University of Papua (UNIPA) in 
Manokwari, West Papua, for the first ever 
such visit to New Zealand.

JULY 1 Hosted 3 Pacific Cooperation Foundation-
sponsored students Nadia Marai (UPNG), 
Sonal Singh (USP-Fiji) and Francis 
Vaigalepa (NUS) at the Pacific Media 
Centre for workshops.

JULY 
12-14

Hosted two-day Pacific and Australian 
WJEC Preconference with Journalism 
Education and Research Association of 
Australia (JERAA), Media Educators of the 
Pacific (MeP), Oceania Interrupted, and 
NZ Institute for Pacific Research.

JULY 13 Co-hosted with Transparency 
International a seminar on Corruption 
and the Media in the Pacific at AUT. Chief 
guest Alex Rheeney, editor-in-chief of the 
Post-Courier.

AUG 12 Hosted NZ Institute for Pacific Research 
(NZIPR) “travelling roadshow” at PMC. 
Associate Professor Damon Salesa and Dr 
Gerry Cottrell.

NOV 22 Post-Trump election challenges in the 
US. Visiting Research Scholar Dr Michael 
Horowitz (‘Atenisi University) with AUT 
institute of Public Policy

DEC 1 West Papua Morning Star Flag-raising 
and seminar at the PMC. With Asia-Pacific 
Human Rights Coalition (APHRC)

JULY-DEC Director Professor David Robie on 
sabbatical overseas July to December. Full 
events listing on the PMC website at:
www.pmc.aut.ac.nz/events

The centre currently has one part-time director, five 
part-time research project people and volunteers 
working on the Pacific Media Watch project, Pacific 
Journalism Review, Pacific Journalism Monographs 
and Toktok. The move of the permanent office location 
from the tenth floor of the AUT Tower Building in 
December 2012 to the tenth floor in the new Sir Paul 
Reeves building has strengthening the collaboration with 

other postgraduate staff and students and also boosted 
communication and media resources. The director also 
has an office in the centre. Among current and recent 
projects are Alistar Kata’s documentary, The PMC 
Project, the “Bearing Witness” climate change initiative 
in Fiji in April, and coordinating an Asia-Pacific pre-
conference for the World Journalism Education Congress 
(WJEC) conference being hosted at AUT on July 13 
(preconference date) – July 16. 
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14. PACIFIC MEDIA WATCH 

The PMC Project … a short documentary about the 
centre’s research and publication work by Pacific Media 
Watch project contributing editor Alistar Kata.

Alistar Kata, a Pacific BCS (Honours) student, worked 
on this research and publication project for 10 hours 
a week between March and December in 2015). She 
was also awarded the Pasifika Magazine Prize and 
Storyboard Award in the annual School prize-giving for 
her contribution to cross-cultural journalism in 2014, 
especially her coverage of the Fiji General Election, and 
the Radio New Zealand International Prize for top Asia 
Pacific Journalism student. Her work as a video storyteller 
had a high profile during 2015 and she also did a 
weekly Southern Cross radio programme for 95bFM. 
She was succeeded in 2016 by TJ Aumua who equally 
demonstrated a high standard in this PMW role and she 
carried out a series of “Pacific Voices” reports.

15. BOOK PUBLISHING PROJECTS

Don’t Spoil My Beautiful Face: Media, Mayhem and Human Rights in 
the Pacific. 

By Dr David Robie. Foreword by Kalafi Moala. 

Auckland: Little Island Press and the Pacific Media 
Centre (AUT). 9781877484254. This book continues 
(with a new edition in 2016) to receive acclaim in the 
region. In August, the Vanuatu Daily Post ran a full 
page featuring DSMBF and my discovery of the five-
year-old girl featured on the cover with a “Nuclear-free 
placard” that inspired the title of the book. June Keitadi, 
the daughter of the assistant curator of the Vanuatu 
Cultural Centre (Museum), now lives with her family on 
the southernmost island of Vanuatu, Aneityum (Atomic). 
The people of Aneityum welcomed David and his wife, 
Del Abcede, during a visit on his sabbatical in August. 
Reviewer Associate Professor Pradip Thomas, writing in 
Media International Australia, described the book thus: 

“This is an important addition to the literature on the 
media in the Pacific. Investigative journalism at its best, 
uncovering the lapses of failed states, distant empires 
and domestic politics.”

June Keitadi was the five-year-old girl featured on the cover of Don’t 
Spoil My Beautiful Face and was recently “rediscovered” on Aneityum 
Island, Vanuatu.

Star Kata in The PMC Project mini-doco that she made for 2016.
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16. ACADEMIC STAFF CONTRIBUTIONS 

Several AUT academic staff contributed articles for 
PMC’s Asia Pacific Report and PMC Online projects, 
notably the PMC chair, Associate Professor Camille 
Nakhid and Associate Professor Sharyn Graham Davies. 
Dr Nakhid contributed a series of articles about the 
post-Stolen Children controversy in Australia, “Still 
stealing the generations” (1003 readers) and her profile 
on a Wiradjuri grandmothers (1593) about Grandmothers 
Against Removal (GMAR). These articles had among 
the highest readerships on Asia Pacific Report. Dr 
Davies wrote about “Indonesian ‘tolerance’ under 
strain as anti-LGBT furore grows”. Many academics 
at other institutions and journalists also contribute. 
asiapacificreport.nz/2016/07/30/a-wiradjuri-
grandmothers-sad-story-the-stolen-generations-have-
never-stopped/

17. PACIFIC JOURNALISM REVIEW, PACIFIC JOURNALISM MONOGRAPHS
      AND TOKTOK 
Pacific Journalism Review is currently being indexing 
by SCOPUS – the first New Zealand media journal to be 
indexed by a major global PBRF metrics agency such as 
this. It has now been back indexed until 2005. During the 
year, Pacific Journalism Review published two editions 
as part of Volume 22, with the first edition featuring 
“Endangered Journalists” and West Papua. 

The second edition featured many papers from the 
Pacific caucus of the fourth World Journalism Education 
Congress (WJEC) in Auckland. Twenty seven editions 
of the research journal have now been published at 
AUT since 2003. The journal is now available on five 
international databases and royalties from this have 
contributed to the sustainability of the journal. The 
databases are now at EBSCO Communication and Mass 
Media Complete and Gale (USA), Informit (Australia), 
Newztext (NZ) and PIPI (South Pacific). 

The school has a Pacific Media Centre page online at the 
AUT Shop which offers PJR and other centre publications 
and PMC tee shirts for direct online sale. Del Abcede has 

been working on the production and layout of Pacific 
Journalism Review and also voluntarily does the layout 
for the Centre’s newsletter Toktok.

The “blue” PJR team … Del Abcede (from left) and the students 
covering the Pacific at the WJEC16 conference and pre-conference.
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December 2016 22(2) 216 pp

JOURNALISM EDUCATION 
IN THE PACIFIC

Editors:  Philip Cass and David Robie

Featuring Fourth World Journalism Education Congress 
(WJEC2016) papers and a special research report on the 
state of New Zealand Journalism as part of the Worlds of 
Journalism project.

July 2016 22(1) 255 pp

ENDANGERED JOURNALISTS

Editor: David Robie

A range of peer-reviewed papers presented at the media 
industry’s duty of care on dangerous assignments, 
especially in the Asia-Pacific region. The edition also 
strongly featured the West Papua self-determination 
issue.
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Highlights of the year included the graduation in 2016 
of PMC researchers, Majid A. Alzowaimil and Karen 
Ablanalp with Masters of Communication Studies 
degrees and first class honours. Alzowaimil’s thesis, 
entitled “After the Arab Spring: An Analysis of the future 
of Journalism in the Middle East”, was an insightful Arab 
researcher’s perspective. On the Middle East conflict 
zones. 

The Pacific Media Centre’s Facebook has passed 2238 
“friends” - excellent progress for a small and specialised 
media centre. The PMC’s conventional email list had only 
250 members and this has now been phased out. The 
centre uses Facebook, Twitter, Storify and other social 

As in previous years, the operating costs of the Centre 
have been met by the School of Communication Studies. 
The Centre is also generating largely self-funding 
revenue for the Pacific Journalism Review through 

18. POSTGRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH AND JOURNALISM

19. FACEBOOK AND SOCIAL MEDIA

20. FUNDING AND SPONSORSHIP

Abplanalp’s thesis included a compelling and innovative 
website resource detailing her research about “closed” 
and “open” access to the Indonesian-ruled region 
of West Papua, including video interviews with 
international journalists reporting on West Papua. Pacific 
Media Watch editor/researcher TJ Aumua published a 
range of papers as part of her role with the PMC.

media as integral tools to its communication strategy. A 
Pacific Media Watch Instagram account was added to the 
PMC social media portfolio during 2016.

subscriptions, database royalties (such as Copyright 
Licensing Ltd) and occasional external grants. The Centre 
has the potential to generate limited funds from projects 
such as book publishing. 
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PMC research indicative outputs in 2015 are listed on 
and include the following: 
www.pmc.aut.ac.nz/content/pmc-outputs#2015

Authored book chapters:
Robie, David (2016). ‘Unfree and unfair’? Media 
intimidation in Fiji’s 2014 election. In Lawson, Stephanie, 
and Ratuva, Steven (Eds.), The People Have Spoken: The 
2014 Elections in Fiji (pp. 83-107). Canberra: Australian 
National University.

Edited books/journals:
Neilson, Michael (2016). Pacific Way: Auckland’s 
Pasifika community diaspora media. Pacific Journalism 
Monograph No. 5. (72 pages)

Cass, Philip, and Robie, David (2016). Journalism 
Education in the Pacific. Pacific Journalism Review, 22(2). 
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Robie, David (2016, July 2). Tanah Papua, Asia Pacific 
news blind spots and citizen media. Otago Foreign Policy 
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global legacy, urges Cuban ambassador. Asia Pacific 
Report.
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Pacific Report.

Robie, David (2016, September 3). Rendezvous with the 
‘no nukes’ Aneityum cover girl after 33 years. Vanuatu 
Daily Post.

Camille Nakhid (2016, July 30). A Wiradjuri 
grandmother’s sad story: ‘The Stolen Generations have 
never stopped’. Asia Pacific Report.

David Robie (2016, July 17). Speak-up Korerotia: David 
Robie and panel talk citizen media and human rights. 
Plains FM Radio. [Interviewer Sally Carlton.]

Camille Nakhid (2016, July 22). Still stealing the 
generations - the abduction of Indigenous Australian 
children still goes on. Asia Pacific Report.

David Robie (2016, July 6). Interviewed by 95bFM’s 
Andrew Winstanley on the university student unrest in 
PNG. 95bFM, University of Auckland.
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David Robie (2016, July 4). NZ media ‘ignore’ Pacific’s 
biggest story in spite of social media revolution. Asia 
Pacific Report

David Robie (2016, May 26). Pacific corruption-fighters 
worried as online database faces uncertain future. 
[Interview with Jemima Garrett]. Radio Australia Pacific 
Beat.

David Robie (2016, April 28). ‘Pacific media ought to 
bear witness to human rights violations’ - David Robie. 
Triple RRRT Project of the United Nations Development 
Programme, Nadi, Fiji.

David Robie (2016, April 26). PMC director calls for ‘voice 
for the voiceless’ at Pacific human rights forum. AUT 
News.

David Robie (2016, April 21). Fear of reprisal puts limit 
on Pacific human rights journalism, say advocates. Asia 
Pacific Report.

David Robie (2016, April 21). Fear of reprisal limiting 
human rights journalism [ Interview with Ben Robinson]. 
RNZI Dateline Pacific, Wellington.

David Robie (2016, April 19). Tell the truth, journos told 
[Interview with Margaret Wise]. The Fiji Times, Suva.

David Robie (2016, April 14). Workshop for journos. The 
Fiji Times, Suva.

David Robie (20126, April 14). Media have big future. Fiji 
Sun, Suva.

David Robie, (2016, April 13). Focus on journos. The Fiji 
Times, Suva.

David Robie (2016, April 9). Polar bear mojo for Rainbow 
Warrior skipper’s environmental thriller [Review of 
Greenpeace Captain]. Asia Pacific Report.

Alastair Wanklyn (2016, April 6). Panama Papers: China 
censors allegations, but Russian media notes contents. 
[Interview with David Robie]. Asia Pacific Report.

Alastair Wanklyn (2016, April 5). China, squelches 
Panama allegations, but Russia media note contents 
[Interview with David Robie]. The Japan Times.

David Robie (2016, March 30). Panel interview with 
‘Bomber’ Bradbury on Radio Waatea & The Daily Blog’s 
Fifth Estate. Asia Pacific Report [Video]

Frain, Sylvia C. (2016, March 3). Mariana Islands 
community groups to sue US Navy over at risk wildlife. 
Asia Pacific Report.

David Robie (2016, February 17). Mystery of the 1983 
Vanuatu ‘nuclear free’ girl finally solved. Cafe Pacific.
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30
DCT RESEARCH REVIEW 2014

RAINBOW WARRIOR BOMBING LEAVES LEGACY FOR MAJOR 
RESEARCH MICROSITE PROJECT

Contributed by Professor David Robie

France detonated 193 of a total of 210 nuclear tests in the 
South Pacific, at Moruroa and Fangataufa atolls, before halting 
them in 1996 in the face of Pacific-wide protests. On 10 July 
1985, French secret agents bombed the Greenpeace flagship 
Rainbow Warrior in Auckland Harbour, killing photographer 
Fernando Pereira, in a futile bid to stop a protest flotilla going 
to Moruroa. Pacific Media Centre director Professor David 
Robie was on board the Rainbow Warrior for more than 10 
weeks of her last voyage. He was awarded the 1985 New 
Zealand Media Peace Prize for reportage and investigations 
into the ‘Rainbow Warrior and Rongelap Evacuation’. The 
following year, the author’s first book Eyes of Fire told the 
inside story of state terrorism in the Pacific. He subsequently 
reflected on a 20-year legal struggle by Television New 
Zealand and other media campaigners to prevent the French 
spies gagging reportage of their guilty plea from a public 
video record and the lingering secrecy about the health 
legacy of nuclear tests in the Pacific in a research paper for 
Australian Journalism Review. In the context of the Frontline 
project for journalism as research, initiated by Pacific 
Journalism Review research journal, his work inspired a major 
microsite—a community-driven collaborative project in 2015 
coordinated by the independent publishers, Little Island Press 
led by Tony Murrow, interrogating participants over a three-
decade period and ‘challenging the nature of mainstream 

media in New Zealand’ with an alternative reader’s media 
model.

At the core of this five-month research project lies the notion 
of ‘bearing witness’ and academic justifications around 
journalism methodology as research. According to a Collins 
English Dictionary definition, to bear witness is to: 1. give 
written or oral testimony, or 2. be evidence or proof of, while 
synonyms include, bear out, testify to, be evidence of, attest 
to, be proof of, or give evidence, testify or give testimony. In 
an environmental journalism context, bearing witness draws 
from the Quaker spiritual tradition that was inspirational in 
the establishment of Greenpeace. The idea was to ‘become 
living testimonies’ for or against something that activists 
themselves ‘had experienced first-hand’:

The Excellence in Research for Australia framework (ERA) 
‘acknowledges in-depth, original journalism practice and 
publication as equivalent to traditional research outputs’ 
and this has increasingly become accepted in New Zealand 
too as part of the PBRF audit criteria. This was a logical step 
following a commentary by PJR’s Frontline section editor 
Wendy Bacon addressing the interface between professional, 
or practice-based journalism and scholarly journalism 
practices. 

RAINBOW WARRIOR BOMBING LEAVES 
LEGACY FOR MAJOR RESEARCH MICROSITE PROJECT

RAINBOW WARRIOR BOMBING LEAVES 
LEGACY FOR MAJOR RESEARCH MICROSITE PROJECT

TBA
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LEGACY FOR MAJOR RESEARCH MICROSITE PROJECT

She mirrored the rise of similar debates in other countries, 
noting Sarah Niblock’s argument, for example, that the rise 
of the journalism academic ‘who was often an experienced 
practitioner, was breaking down the “once barricaded 
boundary lines between journalism practices and journalism 
theory”’. 

Features of the innovative Rainbow Warrior Project 
collaboration involved:

1. A series of mini journalism reports by the Television
Journalism students (led by lecturer Danni Mulrennan)
including a final news bulletin incorporating all twelve
news stories.

2. A series of five studio-based in-depth interviews by the
Television and Screen production students (led by Gilly
Tyler) of key players at the time of the bombing.

3. A series of six in-depth reports by a postgraduate student
of the Pacific Media Centre, Alistar Kata, including
international interviews via Skype with research support
by Dr Robie.

4. Dr Robie researched and wrote the anchor article for
the microsite, entitled Rainbow Warrior redux: French
terrorism in the Pacific.

The television students won the annual 2015 Ossie Award for 
Best Innovative Journalism for what the judge, media writer 
Myriam Robin of Crikey, said was a ‘multimedia-rich’ website. 
She added in her citation:

The Eyes of Fire project used the online medium well, through 
a clear easy-to-navigate and multimedia-rich website, but 
also contained significant amounts of more traditional print 
and video reporting, which was tightly edited and interesting. 
The two were combined well to both entertain and impart 
information. Looking through it was an education [on] the 
Rainbow Warrior and its significance. 

Alistar Kata, of Ngapuhi/Cook Islands heritage, who was 
also contributing editor of the Pacific Media Watch freedom 
project at the time of the project, was a key contributor to the 
microsite before graduating and joining the Tagata Pasifika 
television magazine programme in early 2016. Collectively, her 
multimedia package of stories and interviews totalling more 
than 35 minutes was a strongly researched and insightful 
reportage on the legacy of the nuclear-free  
New Zealand and Pacific movement, the aftermath of the 
bombing and the future of New Zealand activism as the 
country faced the growing impact of climate change. As part 
of her research, Kata also conducted a 16-minute studio 
interview with then Greenpeace New Zealand executive 
director Bunny McDiarmid, who had been one of the crew 
members on the bombed ship.

In the final analysis of the peer-reviewed 9000-word project 
exegesis, published in the July edition of Pacific Journalism 
Review, the conclusion was: 

Although that hostility [after the bombing] eased, especially 
after the halt to nuclear testing in 1996, there is still ongoing 
environmental fallout from both nuclear testing and climate 
change that makes it imperative that this sort of deeper 
journalism practice continues. A striking common factor 
involved in the Rainbow Warrior and the Rongelap experience 
was the lifelong legacy that bound the participants together 
as activists for the planet, whether it was through direct action 
such as through Greenpeace, or through journalism. We had 
all been changed profoundly by the experience.

Reference:

Robie, D. (2016). The Rainbow Warrior, secrecy and state 
terrorism: A Pacific journalism case study. Pacific Journalism 
Review, 22(1), page numbers to come

The microsite:  http://eyes-of-fire.littleisland.co.nz/

David Robie’s bombed passport (photo by AUT Pacific Media Centre) Rainbow Warrior after bombing 
(photo by Gil Hanly)
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